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PUBLISHS’.D EVERY TUESDAY, BY DANIEL K. WHITAKER, NEW-BEDFORD. 
Vou. 1. . TUESDAY, MARCH 48, 1823. No. 48. 
POETRY j considerable severity of remark from a writer in necessary to the existence of beings who were 
i : the “Universalist Magazine Mind from the “ Re- made for enjoyment? Shall the afflictions which 
-OD ligious Inquirer,” two publicatiens of the Universal teach us that we sprang from the earth never cease 
GOD. order. We are happy to express our opimion to draw tears from our eyes? Will the conflict of 


war > ten thousand worlds compared to respecting Universalists and the system they em- 
And Byig. 1 then. Heaven's unnumber’d host brace, and shall endeavour to do it in a clear and 
at i ; y , Af 

Though multiplied by myriads, and arrayed explicit: mance. 
‘In all the glory of sublimest thought, 
Is but an atom in the balance weighed 
Against Thy greatness; is a cypher brought 
Against infinity! What am I then! Nought! 
Nought! But the efifluence of thy light divine, 
Peryading worlds. hath reach’d my bosom too; 
Yes! in my spirit doth Thy spirit shine 
“As shines the sun-beam in a drop of dew! 
“Nought; but I live, and on hope’s pinions fly 
Eager towards Thy presence; for in Thee 
i live, asd breathe, and dwell ; aspiring high, 
Even to the throne of Thy divinity, 
fam, O God! and surely Thou must be! 

[ Derzhavin. 


derstand the principles which they advocate. 


to contract, the faculties. 


furnishes anew proof of the ardent desire which 
is implanted in the human mind to be happy. 





UNFADING BEAUTY. forcet the criminal extravagancies of the passions 
ro he Rae Re , iat bea which degrade and torment us here, and look for- 
The following beautiful hitle Sonnet is re printed ward to a state where men of every description 
2 smal! volume of Poems, by Thomas Carew, Esq. ’ + . va mi 
ete ln te Peary will enjoy themselves in a virtuous and becoming 
ice that love: a rosie cheeke, manner. It would humble all other principles of 
_ Or coral lip admires, our nature but ihe sympathetic affections, and it 
@r from star-like eyes doth seeke would make love supreme over those. Such is 
Fell to maintaine his fires ; the system of Universalism in its watwre and in its 

As oid Time makes these decay, rie M ; 

ae gn. 

So his flame must waste away. We shall not vouch for the acquiescence of oth- 
er Unitarians in what we are apoat to offer, at the 
same time that we do not scrupi’e to say that their 
ideas on this subject have not boemenfiiciently de- 
veloped. : 

It may appear surprizing that Unitarians should 
dissent from a system apparently so benevolent 
re praeeaeret and philanthropic as the one which weare now to 

THE SLEIGH RIDE. analyze. It may seem strange for this reason 

"TWAS midnight4-and silence was reigning pro-! alone, that the temper and principles of Unitar- 
Undisturbed by the bustle of day, [ found, |ians lead them to be philanthropic in their opin- 
The emblem of virtue lay spread on the ground, jions. Still, notwithstanding all our respect for 
When our horses paced happy away. 


The coy-playing zephyr kiss’d mildly the snow, 
The icicles glitter’d on high; 

The merry bells gingled—soit music did flow 
From fips,Nature painted in die. 


But a smocthe and stedfaste minde, 
Gentle thoughts, and calm desires, 
eats with ejaal love com’ka'd, 
Kindle never dying fires: 
Where these are not, I despise 
Lovely cheekes, or lips, or eyes. 





their intentions, we should be sorry to have them 
fall into so great an error as to suppose that we 
allow of a community of belief with them touching 
the interesting subject of the salvation of man. 
| We call it an error—perhaps we might have said 
The high vaulted heayens were spangled with | they presume too far upon our benevolence. Our 
Unprofaned by a clot or a tear, [ gold, benevolence will never lead us to sacrifice our 
Sach maiden the mantle of winter had roll’d opinions. 
Round forms tender, lovely, and dear. Universalists would make all men consecrate 
Past moments of joy !—ye are often forgot— their lives to the service of virtue and to the pur- 
While we brood over hours of pain ; suit of happiness. This is true philosophy. 
But pleasares so joyous forge: | cannot, But they reason thus: “The great God is good 
While memorv clings to my brain. and his power is infinite. He manifests his be- 
—_— nevolence and his might by creating an infinite 
variety of intelligent beings, capable of happiness 
—countless numbers of sensitive creatures who 
contribute to the happines: 0: those of an intellect- 
2! 5 TRE te Siete ee : _{ual order, and innumerable cbjects in the mate- 
UNIVERSALISM. rial universe that subserve the purposes of utility. 
In our 41st number appeared a communication! Fach and all tend to the perfection of the whole. 
on Universalism, written by our respected corres-| Shail man, the most intellectual of ali beings upon 
pondent “ ¥ Z.” ‘The piece went to prove that!earth, remain unbappy in the midst of general 
this system is founded upon the same principle! felicity and perfection? Is misery so valuable an 
with that of Calvinism viz. necessity. Weexpected element in the human destiny that we should de- 
that this essay might attract the notice of Univer-!sire to retain it? Is the pain that racks our con- 
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‘salits, and accordingly tind thet itas drawn forth’! stitutions, and penetrates our limbs with anguish, | 


{the talents of Universalists, and fer the purity of 


) 


reason and the passions never end? Will the vic- 
tory never be obtained, and peace never be re- 
stored to the soul? It will surely end. Repose 


Universalists are becoming a numerous and res-; will be secured to the soul. The infinite Crea- 
pectable body of christians in the United States. : tor made man to live forever, and to be happy. 
In most of our large cities there is, generally, at He made him with powers capable of happiness, 
least one Society of Universalists. Their clergy and man must inevitably be happy, or the design 
are often men of strong talents, and appear to un-| of God will-be frustrated, which cannot be.” 


‘This reasoning is plausible, and, moreover, can 


Their piety is exercised upon an extensive scale,’ spring only from a system of benevolence, and one 
and their benevolence is undoubted. Their relig-| that seeks to premess the highest interests of man. 
ion, in fine, tends toe xpand and cniarge, and not) But is it true ? 


It is plainly founded on two great 


| principles—on the intention and the power of the 


| 
| 





The existence of sucha system as Universalism | Deity—on his intention, which will not permit mis- 


ery to exist in his happy creation, and on his pow- 
er, which is able to prevent it. Itis with infinite 


First, it would grasp «he happiness of individuals, | reluctance that .we feel .ourselves compelled to 
and then, that of the whole human race. It would/ say that we can assent to no theory that is found- 


edon these assumed principles, which are in real- 
ity false. .The most pleasing theory ceases to 
command our respect when it is discovered to be 
untrue in the first principles that go to support it. 
God is unchangeable in His nature. He acts 
upon laws that are limited only by eternity, and 
which have always been the same. Whatever, 


| therefore, is agreeable to the will of God at one 


time, must be agreeable to his will forever. And 
whatever is within the power of God at one time, 
must be within his power forever. If then, the 
existence of misery at al], and at any time, be 
agreeable tothe will of God, it must be agreeable 
to the will of Gud, at ali times,or forever ; and if 
the prevention or destruction of misery depend 
upon the power of-God at any time, it must depend 
also upon the power of God at all times, or forever. 
But misery does exist, and ever has existed, since 
the primevalage. If its existence therefore dur- 
ing a long lapse of ages has been agreeable to the 
will of God, its continuance for many ages to come, 
or forever, may be agreeable to the will of God 
likewise. And if its prevention or destruction 
during a long laspe of ages has depended upon 
the power of God, and has not been prevented or 
destroyed, it may continue to exist for many ages 
to come, or forever, and still the power of God 
not be less thanit ever has been. How then will 
the advocates for the system under consideration 
escape from the dilemma into which their own 
premises would draw them? They must either 
confess that the existence of misery at any time is 
not consistent with the will of God, and that its 
destruction at any time is not within his power, or 
acknowledge that it may exist forever. If they 
do either, they will destroy their ownsystem. 
The idea that the existence of human misery 
is dependent upon the will and power .of the 
Deity, has given rise to many ingenious systems, 
supported by sophistry and terminating in uncer- 
tainty. They may all, however,.be reduced. under 
one general denomination, and.be called, by way 
of distinction, the systems of necessity. Such are the 
systems, Universalism and Calvinism. Calvinists, 
pretending an uncommon degree of reverence 
for the Supreme Being, affirm that the destruction 
of the majority of the human race is necessary far 
the vindication of his glory; while Universalist, 


&, &. 
a 


calg Gr DE 


# 


- 
rn 
4 
# 
Ay 


E 
tg 
h 





f; 
% 
; 
; 
‘ 
*, 
f 
4 
| 
— 


in the fulness of their benevolence, will have all clare, that he is one in essence. Then why do jmost of them, of our own creating. If there is no 

men to be happy, even although fate should be you say he is three in essence? Can a God of | more natural and moral evil in the universe than 

their guiding star. truth make both these declarations? We know we ; is necessary for the greatest possible good, then, 
Neither Calvinists, nor Universalists, nor any have an active cogitative principle of action within those that will and do it, act perfectly agreeable 

class of necessarians whatever, can demonstrate us, which acts without being acted upon. I am |to the divine will—then put your key into your 

according to their own theories, that vice is in it- much mistaken, if we have not ideas without sen-| pocket. You that know the essence of God, know 

self an evil, and that it is not really preferable to sation or reflection. | am not able to account for | more than I do; 1 do not know my Own essence, 

virtue, or that falsehood is not as good as truth.— all my thoughts and dreams, without such a sup-|or that of any thing. 

Neither ean they show why misery or remorse position. Thought, memory and reason, are no | Coh. Phat the Father we 28 that the Word 

should justly follow the perpetration of evil and properties of maté@r; they cannot arise from mat~ jis God, that the Holy Spirit is God, and that these 

guilty deeds, nor why satisfaction and delight ter. But, if by reflection we mean the activity /three are one God, are plain facts—the mystery 

should justly be connected with the performanee of the mind upon itself, then it is certain we have jis in the mode of the divine existence. 

of good and virtuous actions. They cannot do it; ideas from spirit. See Locke. If the mystery of| Phi. Prove the facts. Prove that one in es- , 

for invincible power gave existence to the human God’s existence solves the mystery of three being ‘sence is three in essence, and that three m essence 

mind, and irresistible necessity generates human one and one three, what finite mystery can be in-jis one in essence, and we will not dispute about 

actions. And how could the mind rise up and say vented that it will not solve ? the mode. ‘The agency of the Father, Son and | 

to invincible power, “ Thou shalt not create me ;”| Coh. 1 do not understand your sentiments.— | Spirit on earth, seems to be the agency of three St 

or to irresistible necessity, “1 will not be driven You believe that there is one God, and one Medi- distinct beings; what they are in essence or in 

about at your bidding ?” ‘ator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus, Heaven, let them dispute that know. : | 
Oe We hope that “X. Z,” will give to the pieces that Who gave himself a ransom for all, &c. and that Coh. W e prove our sentiments by the Bible. | 

Wave appeared in answer to the one written by him, a all mankind are brought into a salvable state, with, Phi. If here and there a detached sentence of 

direct answer. all assistance on God’s part that is necessary for scripture must determine the general sense, in 

ee their complete salvation. You believe that man-! contradiction to the common sense, you may prove 

COMMUNICATIONS. kind have within themselves a spring of moral ac-/any thing you please by the Bible. 

tion, and moral freedom to choose or refuse good] Col. We have liberty. 

ry FOR THE CHRISTIAN PHILANTHROPIST. orevil; and for this reason, they are accountable} Pi. By liberty, you mean a man has power 
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= for moral actions, and that warnings, exhortations | to move as he is moved, and to will as he is made 
me A DIALOGUE and preaching, &c. may be useful to them. This! to will. As well might the West India slave say 
‘ BETWEEN COHELETH AND PHILALETMES. | you believe. he has liberty, under the lash of his master. If 
. iid Coheleth. God is a mystery. Phi. 1 cannot understand the bible otherwise, christianity is loaded with mysteries, contradictions 
mn tae Philalethes. What is there, created or uncreat-, unless | had your key to the bible, by which you} and impossibilities of man’s invention, its friends 
a ed, that is not a mystery? A spire of grass is a think you prove that three is one and one three. ought to tree it from them. 
7 ee mystery ; the propagation ef animal, mineral and} Cok. Christ said, { am; this proves he wasthe} Cos. We have no power of ourselves to will 
ye vegetable substances is a mystery. What is infi- | self-existent God. or to do any thing. 
H nite is beyond our comprehension. Our powersof| Phi. If the Hebrew Eieje, and the Greek Ego) Phi. We are not required. to wiil or do any 
mind or body are finite, our line “of reasoning jis| Hit invariably signitiy the self-existent God,! thing of ourselves. Admit we have no power of 
finite. We know that we exist, and have within | then the blind man was the self-existent God. See ; ourscives to lift a finger, or draw a breath—what 
At ourselves the power of causation, but we know | John—Lusden’s Greek Testament, ix. 9. I am, | then? Has not God given us all moral power to ' 
t oy we did not always exist; this leads us to a cause | proves present existence; and if God was present | will and do all he requires? If not, nothing can A; 
As . prior to our existence, and to a first cause, of} to all generations past, it proves his past existence ;|be required. Let us will and do out of the ability | 
LE which we know no bounds; here, finite powers and if J am will be present to all future genera-|that God giveth. You complain we talk hard 
Na fail us, and ail inquiries end in useless nonsense ;! tions, it proves his past, present and future exist-|about your sentiments; do we condemn and con- 
here we puzzle and perplex ourselves to under- ence. See Arius Mantanus’ Letin Pestament on; sign you over to eternal misery, as you do us, be- 
stand beyond what can be understood, and te kirow | John ix. 9, and Lusden’s Greck Testameut, John| cause we do not believe as you do? We plead for 
¥ beyoud what can be known. God has revealed ix. 9. nothing but orthodoxy ; we‘wish to support nothing - 
to us his existence, and that he always existed;| Coh. To deny the eternal generation of the}but the truth; it is sentiment being ugscriptural 
4 here is a tirst cause- See Exodusiii. 14,15. Here Son by the Father,* because it is mysterious and | and irrational that we condemn, not fen; them 
God has revealed his existence level to our finite | incomprehensible, is very bold and assuming.’”-—|God must judge ; men may haye good hearts but 
understandings. J am,* this is my name and my | Hopkins’ System. weak heads. * BIBLE MAN. ; 
memorial toall generations; this proves his present,! Phi. Why moreso than to believe it? If it is ———— 
past and future existence; this is enough tor man. incompreheasible, we Have no faculties to affirm or FOR THE CINUSTIAN PRILANTHROPIST, 
ba to know, a present / am, to all generations; what deny; and if mysterious, it is not revealed. Why = 
| need they more? Here is enotigh to fill a finite will you affirm those things which you have no THE CORRESPONDENT, No. 12. 
r “mind with awe and wonder! To have a being al-/ faculties to understand, and are not revealed, by| THE Scriptures assure us that as “God is one,” 
Pe ways present with him, who is infinite in power, | your own confession ? 10 also “there is one mediator between God and 
Fi wisdom and goodness, seeking his good: Whata, Coh. It is an eternal truth, that mysteries}tman, the man Christ Jesus.” Christ is the me- 
oe consolation! Well might the Psalmist say, wuom are no revelations; that all the evil which does| dium ofcommunicaticn between heaven and earth. 
“at have | in heaven but Thee? And there is none take place, is necessary for the greatest possible |The divinity of his missid® is established by unan- 7 . 
4 upon earth that | desire besides Thee. Our hap- general good, and therefore, on the whole, all|swerable evidence. His advent was predicted in 
piness depends on things within our power; titings) things considered, wisest and best that it should! the Old Testament. He was testified of by Moses, 
2 out of eur power, and beyond finite understanding,’ exist just as it does. There is more good in the jin the Psalms. and by the Prophets, and he ap- 
‘ we need not trouble ourselves about. You state, universe, and this is a better world that could pos- peared in the fulness of time. He came to enlight- 
“that if any one will show us how God exists; sibly have existed, had no evil come into it;;en the Jewish and Gentile world with the truths 
without beginning, we will explain to him every; and every instance of sin and evil is conducive! which God commissioned him to promulgate. 
; mystery connected with the trimity.” God is in- | and necessary to the greatest possible good of the} He taught as one having authority. His word 
‘ finite in his nature and attributes. Finite cannot] whole. “Sin is just as necessary as holiness.” was with power, and his life perfectly exempli- 
understand that which is infinite; but a finite be-| Phi. Then why need men try to make more | fied the beauty and excellence of his doctrines and 
ing can number one, two, three, and show to a fi-| or less?) Why raise so much money to hire mis- precepts. He was “sanctified and sent into the 
nite understanding that three is not one, nor one’ sionaries to make more or less? 1 do not under-! world “by God, from whom he derived the power 
three. If the demonsiration that three is one and, stand it. Here use your key, it turns every way. to perform his stupendous miracles, and by whom 
one is three be adjourned until finite compre-| You state, that mankind are moved by an extrin-|he was qaalified to instruct and save mankind. He 
hend infinite, then the arguments for it may sately | sic, irresistible cause, to will and do all things; assured his discipies that of himself he could do 
be adjourned. We know not what substance or! will and do, and yet have the greatest possible | pothing; that God gaye him acommandment what 
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spirit are in their essence; we know some of their. freedom ever thought of or conceived. See Kd-|he should do, and what he should speak. His 
} properties—enough for man to know. wards on the will. 1 do not understand it. Here | communications with his friends were familiar and ! { 
| ‘oh. What is God in his essence ? : you use your key; it is like a conical wedge—tills | free. He explained to his chosen twelve the na- 
Phi. We know not what God is, any furtherj| all holes. The mysteries and incomprehensibili-!ture of the kingdom, which he was appointed to 
tian he is pleased to reveal himself; and you de-| ties we pretend to find in the bible, are all, or the establish, gave them the most explig@t assurance 
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taught them to pray to his Father, and their Father, 
to his God and their God. Falsely charged by his 
enemies with making himself God, because he 
said he was the Son of God, he explicitly disclaim- 
ed equality with Him: “My Father is greater 
than I, and greater than all.” He fully made 
known to his immediate followers his character 
and designs; he taught them his dependance up- 
on, and subordination to God. As Moses was com- 
missioned to perform miracles in the sight of Pha- 
raoh in Egypt, and as Elisha was enabled by a 
delegated divine power, to raise the widow’s son 
from the dead; so was Christ authorized to es- 


tablish the divinity of his religion, and the truthg 


that God was with him. He was the representa- 
tive, he bore the moral image of God. In pro 
moting the same grand object, the reformation 
and salvation of mankind, he was one with the 
Father as the disciples were, and as all the friends 
of truth and virtue should be one. His benevo- 
lent and arduous labours, privations, and suffer- 
ings, demand our warmest gratitude. But the doc- 
trine of his vicarious suflerings, that he was an 
appointed sacrifice to make a literal atonement Jo 
God for the sins of mankind, to render him placa- 
ble to sinners, and to appease his wrath, as we 
eannot find it in the sacred volume, we cannot 
force our conscience to receive from confessions, 
catechisms, and creeds, however popular, and by 
whatever names and authority they may be cir- 
culated and supported. If Christ paid the dent 
which was due for our offences, are we not dis- 
charged from all obligation? If Christ paid the 
price of our salvation; salvation, then, is not ow- 
ing to the free grace of God. On this ground, 
what is the foundation of man’s responsibility,and to 
whom are our supreme love and gratitude due? But 
there is no scripture doctrine more obvious than 
our responsibleness, that we are under constant 
obligation, and must give an account of ourselves 
to God. Sin and holiness are riot to be transmit- 
ted nor transferred. ‘They are a personal concern, 
We must be pious and virtuous for ourselves or 
we cannot be happy. And could we be induced 
to believe, that our salvation is made secure to us 
by the efforts or sullerings of another on our ac- 
count, so d@sirous are we to exonerate ourselves 
as far as possible, fom the weight of obligation, 
that many of us would neglect to “work out our 
ewn salvation with fear and trembling,” and to 
bring forth in our life and conversation “fruits 
meet for repentance.” 

That Christ was himself God, is an idea which 
he never seems to have entertained. He never 
made any intimation of this to his disciples, nor 
would they have felt so much ease and freedom in 
their conversations with him, if they had consid- 
ered themselves as hold@g converse with their 
Maker. ‘They would not have forsaken him and 
fled, when he was delivered up to his enemies 
and murderers, nor would the boldest of their 
number have denied his knowledge of him when 
charged with being his attendant, had he esteem- 
ed him the Omniscieat Jehovah. ‘There is no in- 
timation in his conversations nor instructions that 
he considered himself as a divine and human char- 
acter, as God and man, mysteriously or unintelli- 
gibly united. Nor did his immediate disciples or 
the apostles advance a doctrine so strange and 
contradictory. 
scripture which, in our view, even seems to give 
support to such a doctrine. 

Without entering particularly upon the doctrine 
of the Trinity, it will doubtless be perceived that 
t do rot estimate it as of fundamental importance ; 
but let me add a remarkable passage from Dr. Em- 
mons: ‘The great scheme of our redemption,” 


We cannot find one passage of 
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sinners, and in which he avails himself in full meas- 
ure of the convenient doctrine of assumption for 
proof,) “was concerted, by the sacred ‘Trinity, be- 
fore the foundation of the world. The Father 
and the Son mutually agreed in the early days of 
eternity, to perform distinet parts, in carrying in- 
to execution this gracious design. The Son en- 
gaged to become incarnate, and lay down his life 
in the room of sinners. And the Father engaged 
to give the Son a certain number of the human 
race as a reward for his sufferings and death.” 
That the Doctor sheuld have become acquainted 
with this most extrordinary fact, partakes abun- 
dantly of the miraculous. It might be of much 
use to the world, if he would make public the 
source of his information. If he have personal 
knowledge of the fact which he with so much as- 
surance states, but of which we are morally cer- 
tain he knows nothing, he must have had commu- 
nications with heaven, with which Christ’s imme- 
diate disciples, who conversed with him with per- 
fect ease and familiarity, were totally unacquaint- 
ed. In preference to the assertions and assevera- 
tions of Dr.Emmons, or any other of the theoretical 
Doctors, we would select as the grounds of our 
faith and hope such declarations as the following: 
‘*He that covereth his sins shall not prosper; but 
whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy-” K. 
eee 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN PHILANTHROPIST. 


Mr. Evrror—In the midst of the uncharitable 
and unchristianly usages of many of the orthodox 
towards those who are denominated liberal or ra- 
tional christians, it is very grateful to the feelings 
to meet, as we do.occasionally, with orthodox 
men, who depart widely from the general spirit 
and practice of their order. It is truly refreshing 
to meet instances ef orthodoxy and charity most 
amicably blended in the same character; the trin- 
itarian and calvinistic creed modified and softened 
down by the kind, and candid, and pure spirit of 
christianity. Would the strenuous and unbending 
and intolerant holders of orthodoxy honor them- 
selves by imitating such examples, how much 
would religion gain in its influence on mankind? 
How much might even a few orthodox men of 
commanding powers and virtues, like our depart- 
ed and deeply regretted Osgood, and the late cel- 
ebrated Bishop Watson, of England, effect, in 
smoothing the asperities of the orthodox charac- 
ter. How much has indeed been done already by 
men uniting their faith and virtues? I send for 
your insertion, Mr. Editor, a passage from Bishop 
Watson. Let it be remembered that he was a de- 
cided trinitarian. 

** The christian religion has nothing to appre- 
hend from the strictest investigation of the most 
learned of its adversaries ; it suffers only from the 
misconceptions of sciolists, and silly pretenders to 
superior wisdom. ‘The further cultivation of let- 
ters will be subversive of persecutions of anathe- 
mas, of ecclegiastical domination over God’s her- 
itage, of all the silly out works which the pride, 
the superstition, the knavery of mankind have 
erected around the citadel of our faith; but the 
citadel itself is founded on a rock, the gates of 
hell cannot prevail against it; its master-builder 
is God; its beauty will be found ineffable, and its 
strength impregnable, when it shall be freed from 
the frippery of human ornaments, cleared from 
the rubbish of human bulwarks. It is no small 
part of the province of a teacher of Christianity, 
to distinguish between the word of God, and the 
additions which men have made to it. The ob- 
jections of unbelievers are irequently levelled 


says the Doctor (in his sermon on. the special | against what is not christianity, but mere human 





‘former, whois least studious to supyort the airy 
pretensions of the latter. The effec: of establish- 
ed systems in obstructing truth, is to the last de- 
gree deplorable; every ene sees it in other 
churches, but scarcely any one suspects it in his 
own. Calvin, I question not, thought it almost 
impossible that the scriptures could ever have 
been so far perverted as to afford the Romanists 
any handle for their doctrine of Transubstantia- 
tion, or that the understanding of any haman being 
could have been so far debased, or rather so utter- 
ly annihilated, as to believe in it for a moment; 
yet this same Calvin followed St. dugustine in the 
doctrine of absolute personal reprobation and elec- 
tion, inculcating it as a fundamental article of faith, 
with nearly the same unchristian zeal which in- 
fatuated him when he fastened Servetus to the 
Stake. 

“ There are many questions in divinity, in the 
investigation of which the mind‘ fluctuates with an 
irksome uncertainty, unable to perceive such a 
preponderance of argument as will warrant it in 
embracing as true, either the one side or the oth- 
er. ‘This hesitation arises, in many cases, from 
our not understanding the full meaning of the lan- 
guage, be it common or figurative, in which a doc- 
trine is revealed. In some, it proceeds from our 
attempting to apprehend definitely, what isexpress- 
ed indeterminately or clearly, what God hath not 
thought proper clearly to reveal; in. others it is 
to be attributed to an indecision of temper, to 
which some men are peculiarly subject: but lét it 
originate from what cause it may, it is far more 
tolerable than an arrogant temerity of judgment. 
A suspicion of fallibility would have been an use- 
ful principle to the professors of christianity in-ev- 
ery age; it would have choaked the spirit of per- 
secution in its birth, and have rendered not only 
the church of Rome, but every church in Christens 
dom, more shy of assuming to itself the proud title 
of Orthodox, and of branding every other with the 
opprobrious one of Heierodox, than any of them 
have hitherto been. There are, you will say, 
doubtless, some fundamenta! doctrines in Christ- 
ianity. Paul the Apostle, has laid one foundation; 
and he tells us, thet other foundation can no man 
lay, than that is laid, which is Jesus the Christ. 
But this proposition, Jesus is the Messiah, includes, 
you will reply, several others, which are equally 
true. I acknowledge that it does so; and it is ey- 
ery man’s duty to search the scriptures, that he 
may know what those truths are; but | do not 
conceive it to be any man’s duty, to anathematize 
those who cannot subscribe to his catalogue of fun- 
damental christian verities. ‘That man is not to be 
esteemed an Atheist, who acknowledges the exist- 
ence of a God, the Creator of the universe, though 
he cannot assent to all the ¢ruths of natural relig- 
ion, which other men may undertake to deduce 
from that principle; nor is he to be esteemed a 
Deist, who acknowledges that Jesus of Nazareth 
as indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world, though 
he cannot assent to all the truths of revealed relig- 
ion, Which other men may think themselves war- 
ranted in deducing from thence. Still you will 
probably rejoin, there must be many truths in the 
christian religion, concerning which no one eught 
to hesitate, inasmuch as, without a belief in them, 
he cannot be reputed a christian. Reputed! by 
whom? By Jesus Christ, his Lord and his God, or 
by you? Rash expositors of points of doubtful 
disputation ; intolerant fabricators of metaphysical 
creeds, and incongruous systems of Theolcgy! Do 
you undertake to measure the extent of any man’s 
understanding, except your own; to estimate the 
strength and origin of his habits of thiuking; to 
appreciate his merit or demeri: in the use of the 
talent which God has, so as unerringly to pro- 





and irresistible grace of God in the conversion of| System; aud he will be best able to defend thejnounce that the belief of this or that doctrine is 
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necessary to his salvation? You take too much 
upon you, when you erect yourself into an infalli- 
ble judge of truth and falsehood.” 








Christian Philanthropist. 
NEW.BEDFORD, MARCH 18, 1823. 











LITERARY DEPARTMENT. 


AMERICAN NOVELS. 

Amenica has produced few meritorious Novels 

and Romances. It has been said that antiquity is 
requisite to such works of imagination, and that 
we cannot expect much till we are several centu- 
ries older—that we have no ruins to call up the 
history of the past—no pyramids to enshrine roy- 
alty and perpetuate wonder—no Colisceum to de- 
monstrate physica! strength in the competions of 
men and wild beasts—no Pantheon to revive the 
splendid mythology of the ancient world combin- 
ed—with the melancholy dogmas of the northern 
mations. Where are our annals of chivalry? What 
knights of gallantry can we boast of? Who are 
the ladies that have thrown down gloves, and who 
are the brave heroes that have picked them up? 
Where is our St. Peter’s that almost emulates the 
works of the Deity? Where are our numerous mo- 
nasteries, abbies, conventsand nunneries, thatexcite 
ideas at the same time grand and gloomy, and re- 
inind us of the most solemn services profaned by hu- 
taan pageantry? Who has written the history of our 
Suiuts, characters so indispensible to a well writ- 
ten novel? What, in fine, can the past present to 
the imagination of the American, as the source of 
romantic interest? Very little, except the history 
of the Indians and the revolutionary war.—But in 
Europe there is every thing to remind you of the 
past. It is the land of glory, and every spot of 
earth revivessome bright associations. You can- 
not visit a river, a mountain, or a burial-place 
where memory does not con over to you some 
interesting tale. You can scarcely enter a city 
“Which has not been the scene of some splendid 
victories in ages gone by. What plain can you 
stand upon that has not witnessed the combats of 
gallant gentlemen, who fought for the love of the 
ladies? What forests can you traverse that have 
not listened to the plaints of forsaken damsels, who 
told to the winds, to the senseless branches, and to 
the unpitying birds how cruel their Jovers were ? 
What castle can you name that has not been en- 
chanted? Or what monastery can you hover about 
that has not harboured ghosts and hobgoblins to 
perform miracles and frighten little children? 
Where will you go in Europe that you will not 
hear of the beauty of Helen, or of the heroes of 
Greece! Who has not read of the Highlanders and 
the Mc’Gregors, and where has the history of 
Wallace been unsung? Who has forgotten to pity 
Mary, the beautiful and lamented Queen of Scot- 
jand, or what novelist cannot name the horse on 
which she rode te battle? Who has not heard of 
Buras, and who has not spent a summer’s eve with 
Ossian ! : 

True, if the past is the only source of interest 
to the writers of fiction, Americans will be a long 
time in giving to the world a Scott. Many ages 
must first elapse, and then we are not sure that 
we shall produce a Scott. What then? Are we 
to set down and grieve for want of a history? As 
eur institutions are permanent, how many brilliant 
anticipations do we not fasten upon the future ? 
This is a new source of interest, and we may in- 
troduce a new order of splendid ideas into the 
province of imagination. Christianity, though 
jmore simple, speaks more directly to the heart 





than the religion of the ancients, or thao that of 


the dark ages. 
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We intended to have spoken of “The Pioneers,” , 


¥ new American Novel, but are compelled to de- 
| fer our remarks till the appearancé of our next 





number, 

A correspondent has politely favoured us with a de- 
votional exercise of the Emperor of Germany, which is 
unfortunately mislaid. If i tis not too much trouble 
to the writer, we respectfully request another copy for 
our columns. 

ir We regret, that without any neglect of our 
selves, but owing, we understand, to a change of car- 
riers, the papers for the Head of Accushnet River, 
have, sometimes, not reached their place of destina- 
tion, in season. We shall see that there is more vigi- 
Jance in future, and hope that this apology will be suffi- 
cient to satisfy our generons patrons there. 











SELECTIONS. 
FROM THE RICHMOND ENQUIRER. 
To Washington on the Anniversary of his birth. 
Dost thou look from thy place in the sky, Sire 
of the Brave and the Free? Hearest thou the 
shouts of thy children? Is their song pleasant to 
thine ear—their song of grateful delight? Thy 
name is on their lips—thy name of glory and re- 
nown. It is like the name of any absent father to 
the children of his love. His form is hid from 
their sight—he mingles with the spirits of the 
blest—but his name is music to their ears—it is 
the joy of heaven to their hearts—it lifts their 
souls in pride—it draws their eye to Heavyen—and 
their souls to the throne of light. 
In this day of Goodness Eternal, when thy star 
first beamed on our shore, thou walkest again 
amongst us—we see thy manly beauty—thy smile 
of radiant iight—thy look of tender love. Thy 


light—it sits on that radiant cloud—it is borne on 
the wind of the sky. Thou lookest on the scenes 
of thy renown—thou rejoicest in the might of thy 
fame. Rejoice, for thy name is great—it dwells in 
the whole earth—it is known as the orb of day— 
it is loved as his golden beams. It reposes in the 
hearts of thy children. They guard it with an 
arm of might—it is safe from the rage of the 
spoiler. 

The hand of the stranger was upon us. His 
voice was like the voice of a friend, but his iron 
pierced our souls. Then thou arose in thy might. 
Thine eye was an eye of fire, its flame consumed 
the destroyer. Like the lion thou shookest him 
from his grasp—we stood on the land of the free. 
Oh, breathe on us the breath of thy love, that our 
souls may inspire thy greatness. May we think 
on thy glory and rejoice. May we stand in the 
pride of thy virtue. May thy valorin war be ours 
—thy wisdom und mercy in peace. For dreadful 
wert thou in the shock of arms—justice, terrible 
in her might, sat upon thy brow—in peace thou 
wert gentle as the breeze of summer—mild as the 
ray of the morning. Who so beloved as thou, 
Sire of the brave and the free? OSSIAN. 





THE PARTI COLOURED SHIELD. 
With hasty judgment ne’er decide ; 
First hear what’s said on either side. 

In the days of Koight-Errantry and Paganism, 
one of our old British Princes set up a statue to the 
Goddess of Victory, in a point where four roads 
met together. In her right hand she held a spear, 


this shield was of gold and the inside of silver. On 
the former was inscribed in the old British lan- 
guage, To the Goddess ever fuvorable ; and on the 
other, For four Victories obtained over the Picts, 
and-other inhabitants of the Nerthera Islands. 

it happened one day that two knights complete- 
ly armed, the one in black armour, the other in 
white, arrived from opposite parts of the country 





| 


at this statue, just about the same time; and as 


spirit hovers near us—if dwells in that beam of 


and rested her left upon a shield: the cutside of 





neither of them had seen it before, they stoppea 
to read the inscription, and observe the excellence 
of its workmanship. After contemplating it for 


some time, this golden shield, says’ the black 


Knight—golden shield, cried the white Knight, 
(who was as strictly observing the opposite side) 
why, if [ have my eyes it issilver. 1 know noth- 
ing of your eyes, replied the black Knight, but Jif 
ever | saw a golden shield in my life, this is one. 
Yes, retarned the white Knight smiling, it is very 
probable indeed, that they should expose a shield 
of gold in so public a place as this: for my part, I 
wonder even a silver one is not too strong a temp- 
tation for the devotion of some people who pass 
this way ;—and it appears by the date that this has 
been here above three years. The black Knight 
could not bear the smile with which this was de- 
livered, and grew so warm in the dispute, that it 
soon ended in a challenge; they both therefore 
turned their horses, and rode back so far as to have 
sufficient space for their career, then fixed their 
spears in their rests, and flew at each other with 
the greatest fury and impetuosity. Their shock 
was so rude, and the blow on each side so effectual, 
that they both fell to the ground, much wounded 
and bruised, and lay there for some time as in a 
trance. A good Drnid, who was travelling that 
way, found them in this condition. ‘he Druids 
were the physicians of those times, as weil as the 
Priests. - He had a sovereign balsam about him, 
which he had composed himself, for he was very 
skilful in all the plants that grew in the fields or 
in the forests; he staunched their blocd, applied 
his balsam to their wounds, and brought them as it 
were from death to life again. As soon as @hey 
were sufficiently recovered, he began to inquire 
into the occasion of their quarrel, “Why, thie 
man,” cried the black Knight, “will have it that 
that shield yonder is silver.” **And he will have 
it,” replied the white Knight, “that it is gold,” 
and then told him all the particulars of the affair. 
“Ah!” said the Druid with a sigh, *“*you are both 
of you, my brethren, in the right, and both of you 
in the wrong; had either of you given himself 
time to look upon the oposite side of the shield, 
as well as that which first presented itself to view. 
all this passion and bloodshed migh#have been 
avoided; however, there is a verv Zood lesson to be 
learned from the evils that bhve befallen you on 
this occasion. Permit me therefore to entreat you 
by all our gods, and by this goddess of victory in 
particular, never to enter into any dispute for the fie 
ture, tll you have fuirly considered both sides of the 
question. [English paper. 
—= 








MARRIED, 

In this town, 2d inst. Mr. JenemiAu Wrnsiow, mer- 
chant, to Miss Saran Nognis. 

In this town, 6th inst. by the Rev. Mr. Holmes, Mr. 
Freperick Unperwoop, of Newport, tu Miss Nancy 
Porter, daughter of Mr. Southard Potter, of this town. 

In Taunton, Mr. Wintiam Lang, jun. of Norton, te 
Miss Betsey Wirpr, of Taunton. 





DIED, 
In Westport, 9th inst. widow Drsornan Girrorn, 82. 
In Tisbury, Mrs. Almira Daggett, aged 22, wife of 
Mr Leander Daggett. 








RECENTLY REUEIVED, 
And for sale by ANprew Gernisn, jun. Mainstreet. 
VINDICATION of Public Justice and of 
A“ Private Character, against the attacks of a 
“Council of Ministers” of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the Spirite 
whether they are of God; because many false prophets are 
gone out into the world,” 

“Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee.”’ 

This is an ably written work, and deserves the 
attention of the public. * March 18 









